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situation showed that English publishers had heen
in the practice of selling the advance proofs of their
most popular works of fiction to the American
houses, and recouping the half of the price paid the
authors.

On the heels of this discovery by the public, there
happened one of the periodical outbreaks of English
journalism against the "American" system of lit-
erary piracy, and simultaneously the visit of a
committee of the American publishers deputed by
the government of the United States to study out
an arrangement for a treaty of international copy-
right on the basis of equality of right and privileges
in both countries of the authors of both countries,
but with no recognition of publishers' rights or
privileges. The English government, taking advice
from a committee of authors and publishers, in
which the interest of the publishers was dominant,
declined the offer of the American form of treaty,
insisting on the protection of publishers' rights, and
the negotiations fell through, with great increase of
the outcry in the English press. Being in commu-
nication with Mr. William H. Appleton, the head of
the American committee, and in possession of the
facts of the case as regarded the courtesy right, I
wrote to the English papers, putting the American
view of the matter, and the facts, dwelling on the
hitherto unknown point that the depredations on
the authors' interests were committed by the English
publisher, who sold to the American the wares the
latter was accused of stealing, whereas the fact was